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Freedom of Information Act 2000 – Request for Information 
 
Thank you for submitting a request for information which we received on 15th October 
2020 in relation to County Durham and Darlington NHS Foundation Trust (the Trust).  
Your request has been processed under the provisions of the Freedom of Information 
Act 2000 and I am now able to provide you with a response. 
 
Your request was in relation to covid related capital bids and I am providing the 
following information in response to your specific questions:  
 
I would like to know how many covid-related capital bids have been approved 
centrally since March 17 and was hoping you could answer a few questions? I 
have attached a spreadsheet with questions that should make it easy to record 
each of the bids your Trust has submitted. I have included an example in the 
spreadsheet.  
  
To avoid confusion, covid-19 related capital refers to bids submitted in respect 
of the covid-19 capital expenditure. All other types of capital bids should not be 
included.  
  
In addition, can you please also tell me:  
  

 The total value of your covid-related capital bids? 
 The total in funding you’ve received for covid-related capital bids? 
 How many bids you have made and how many are awaiting central 

approval? 
 

In relation to the guidance quoted in the Trust’s response attached, the Trust’s Gold 
Command approved, prior to 19th May 2020, £3,274k of capital costs directly related 
to Covid-19 largely due to either having to segregate areas or increase available ITU 
and other bed capacity.  These were individually under the £250k threshold. 
 
 



 

 

Of the £3,274k: 
 

 £573k was delivered in March and has been approved by NHS England and 
Improvement (NHSEI) and the cash received;    

 

 Some £1,679k had been ordered prior to 8th April and was included as a 
forecast for 2020/21 on the return submitted on 8th April. This has not yet been 
approved or paid; and 

 

 A further £1,022k of orders were placed between 8th April and 19th May.  This 
has not, to date, been approved or paid. 

 
Two further submissions – in addition to the £3,274k noted above, were made post 
19th May for £37k which are still awaiting approval. 
 
For 2020/21 items were only included on submissions to NHSEI when the goods 
were received.   
 
In line with the Information Commissioner’s directive on the disclosure of information 
under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 your request will form part of our 
disclosure log on the Trust’s website. However please be assured that we anonymise 
all responses prior to adding them to the disclosure log.  
 
I hope that this response has provided you with the information you had requested. If 
you have any queries or wish to discuss the information supplied, please do not 
hesitate to contact me by telephone or in writing. If however, you are dissatisfied with 
the way in which your request has been handled and would like an internal review, 
you will need to contact me in writing at the above address or via cdda-
tr.cddftfoi@nhs.  
 
If you remain dissatisfied with our response following an internal review you have the 
right to appeal to The Information Commissioner at Wycliffe House, Water Lane, 
Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF. More information is available on their website; 
www.ico.gov.uk. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Joanna Tyrrell 
Freedom of Information Officer 
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